U S JONES SCHOOL NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2020 VISION!!!
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ULYSSES SIMPSON JONES HIGH SCHOOL PAST ADMINISTRATORS
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Ulysses Simpson Jones School National Alumni Association is now a reality. The association was formed as a result of planning for the U S Jones 2020 Historic Grand Reunion. The association now has an interim Board of Directors that will be responsible for preserving the school’s legacy and planning events that will sustain the alumni fellowship and connectivity. We encourage all former U. S. Jones High School students to join the alumni association and be active participants. As you will soon see, we will be communicating with everyone and providing a first class website that will be interactive, informative, entertaining and uplifting. We plan to have a website that will be “a teaching tool” so that any member can learn needed concepts and keep mentally sharp. It will have videos and pictures of so many USJ milestones.
Also, we will plan events that go outside the norm and make the association a magnet for the alumni. Our strategic planning and implementation will take us places we’ve never been and enable the alumni to elevate our interaction based on common interests. Therefore, get ready to be involved with a totally new era of programs, initiatives, features, and visionary concepts, like those of our illustrious school founder Ulysses Simpson Jones. He founded the school over 100 years ago so during this centennial celebration, we must be inspired to improve on his legacy by doing our part to make the next century even better!
These are just a few of the latest accomplishments of the new USJ National Alumni Association:
· Secured a Ulysses Simpson Jones Monument Marker through the Demopolis City Council that will be erected soon in front of the current USJ school building.
· Establishing the Ulysses Simpson Jones School National Alumni Association as a legal 501-c3 non-profit organization with tax benefits and possible future grant funding.  
· Providing a mechanism for establishing a U. S. Jones High School Museum to be housed in the current USJ School location in the near future.
· Developed a process for hosting all future U. S. Jones School Grand Reunions 
· COMING SOON!!! A NEW INTERACTIVE WEBSITE THAT WILL GIVE YOU 2020 VISION!
Dear Proud U. S. Jones High School Alumni:

Remember when you returned to school from a long summer, so excited and filled with the joy of seeing your colorful classmates and other student body members that made your day. Think for a moment how good those fond memories make you feel even now. The formidable Blue Devil football team scrimmaging, the award winning Marching Blue Devil Band practicing with numerous jubilant student spectators enjoying the prospects of school about to start. I believe that this feeling of anticipation is second only to Christmas morning back then, which is yet another wonderful school memory. Everyone would get prepared all summer long, working summer jobs, changing their image, planning a new wardrobe, getting prepared for a new exciting start of a new chapter with unbearable anticipation. I could go on but I think that as you read this, your personal memories of your U. S. Jones School experience comes vividly to mind. You can replay each and every start of the school year and they all would be highlight films of some of the most enjoyable times in your life.

Now that I have your attention and you are in the right frame of mind, I want to reflect on how meaningful the USJ Foundation for Life  prepared you for taking on the most challenging world you could ever encounter after graduation. Our teachers and administrators did their very best to prepare each and every one of us given the inequities of limited job opportunities and/or scholarships/financial aid for college. Even with “the deck stacked against us” we were still able to flourish and accomplish amazing feats unimaginable while in high school. Yes, we all came up on the rough side of the mountain, which prepared us for every challenge and significant obstacles during our journey toward the mountain top. Yes, every last one of us have climbed our own personal mountains and yelled once on the top, “I MADE IT! YES, I MADE IT!!!” 

Now that we’ve reflected on our USJ School experience, we need you to focus on preserving our rich historical legacy as a mecca for preparing children of color for life before our basic civil rights were fully won. We all know that we were given lots of great motivation, lessons on the need for impeccable character, always being prepared for opportunities to get ahead, being persistent with perseverance, and knowing what you know about all subject matter. We were prepped for life! Even though our parents gave us the basic building blocks for life, our beloved U S Jones High School teachers prepared us for taking on the most challenging world we could ever encounter and we all have been successful at making our mark as the best of the Very Best. 

We all must be willing to preserve our school’s outstanding historical legacy by supporting the newly formed Ulysses Simpson Jones School National Alumni Association both financially and with our active support on the various committees. Without each one of us taking an active participation role, the effort becomes an extreme hardship on those that are stepping up. The USJ Student Body has always been willing to take on challenges for the greater good, so I know that we can count on your full support both financially and getting involved as a proud alumni.

Please take a minute right now to support this very worthwhile cause. I know that we will all do our part to make this a complete and huge success. Also, it is very important that we share this information with other USJ Alumni. Thank you so much for your invaluable support!

Lawrence E. Lee, Interim Chairman of the Board  
ULYSSES SIMPSON JONES SCHOOLNATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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Ulysses Simpson Jones, founder

Ulysses Simpson Jones was born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, and later came to Demopolis during the latter part of the 19th Century. He attended elementary school in his native county and the high school division of Talladega College. Realizing that schools are established for the perpetuation of ideals and ideas in society, he set his mind upon the task of building a school for Negros in the City of Demopolis. Despite difficulties and significant obstacles, he was able to erect a building on the present site and founded the City Public School for Negros of Demopolis, Alabama in 1920, where U. S. Jones Elementary School is located today! The school made significant progress over the years that followed and hence, the school’s name was changed to U. S. Jones High School in honor of its illustrious founder!
U S J School National Alumni First 100 Charter Founding Members’ Club
As we work diligently to establish the Ulysses Simpson Jones School National Alumni Association as a legal 501-c3 organization, we need all former U S Jones School students to become active members by completing the attached membership form and submitting $1000 for Lifetime Platinum Charter Founder Membership or $500 for Diamond Decade Charter Founder Membership or $100 for Gold Key Charter Founder Annual Membership. Being organized and properly structured is the key to preserving our school’s rich historical legacy so please take action today to show your support in being a part of this progressive process.
The first 100 Charter Founder Memberships will be enshrined as chartered founding members in our future USJ Museum, in honor of their faith and commitment for taking decisive action to support the formation of the U S Jones School National Alumni Association. As we are about to celebrate 100 years of the school being founded by Ulysses Simpson Jones in Demopolis Alabama in 1920,  this will be a fitting tribute to those that provide the much needed financial foundation for making the alumni organization a reality. Thank you in advance to being a charter founding member and urging others as well. You can also honor a deceased friend, classmate, or family member by sponsoring them as a Founders’ Club Member too.  
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ULYSSES SIMPSON JONES SCHOOL NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name: ______________________________ Class of ___________
Address: ________________________________
                ________________________________
Email address ________________________________ (We must have an email address)
Phone number _______________________   Birthdate Month & day___________________
I want to be a Lifetime Platinum Charter Member & my $1,000 membership is enclosed. _____
I want to be a Diamond Decade Charter Member & my $500 membership is enclosed. _______
Attached are my annual membership dues for $100 as a Gold Key Charter Member. _____
I want to honor a friend____, classmate____, or family member____ as shown above.
To be a chartered member, you must serve on a committee, please! See all committees below!
I would like to be an active member involved with the ________________________Committee. 
Standing Committees  (Other committees will be added as needed by the Board of Directors) 
1. Membership Growth & Website Development
2. Corporate Sponsorship, Fundraising & Scholarship Fund
3. Reunion Planning & Group Travel Events
4. Community Service Projects & Student Mentoring
5. USJ Historical Preservation & Museum Collection Development 
*This completed membership form & your dues should be mailed to: U S Jones National Alumni Association, Post Office Box 543, Demopolis AL 36732
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